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DETAILED ACTION 

• This action is responsive to the amendment filed January 17, 2007. 

• Claims 1-15 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2,4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Farrell (US 6,873,426) in view of Trovinger et al. (US 

6,708,967). 

Regarding claim 1, Farrell teaches a printing system (Farrell, fig 1, printing 
system #10) comprising an on-line client (Farrell, col 3, In 45-49, wherein input section 
may be a networked personal computer), print server and printer (Farrell, fig 2, wherein 
controller #14 reads on a server and printer #16 is a printer), wherein the print server 
includes: 

First memory means for storing specifications of the printer and of the finishing 
device as well as information regarding options installed thereon (Farrell, fig 2, system 
control #24 in controller #14, wherein system control is a processor, which inherently 
comprises a memory, col 5, In 44-49. See col 4, In 13-24, wherein specifications of 
printer and of the finishing device are stored. See col 4, In 52-55 and col 5, In 23-38, 
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wherein machine-readable finishing specifics to be later applied are generated by 
system control #24, which teaches specification of the finishing device as well as 
information regarding installed thereon is stored in memory means); 

Receiving means for receiving from the client data pertaining to a job ticket that 
includes at least finishing specifics for printing to be executed (Farrell, col 3, In 55- col 4, 
In 8, wherein a job ticket is received from a network personal computer, for example, 
which pertains to as least finishing specifics to be executed); 

Sorting means for, based on the information regarding the specifications and 
installed options that is stored in the first memory means, separating the finishing 
specifics included in the job ticket received by the receiving means into those to be 
performed by the printer and those to be performed by the finishing device (Farrell, fig 2, 
printer #16 comprises print module #34 and finisher #18. See col 4, In 13-24, for 
example, wherein finishing specifics are sorted into those to be performed at finisher 
#18 and those to be performed later at an off-line finishing device. Also see col 4 In 43- 
col 5, In 8, wherein finishing instructions may be performed, based upon the information 
regarding the specifications, by either the installed finishing element #18 or later by a 
separate finishing device). 

Setting means for setting, in the printer, the parameters for the finishing specifics 
as separated by the sorting means and assigned to the printer (Farrell, col 5, In 16-22, 
wherein finishing specifics are set in printer); and 

Creating means for creating data for a finishing device job ticket that includes the 
finishing specifics separated by the sorting means and assigned to the finishing device 
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(Farrell, col 5, In 23-38, wherein a marker, which reads on a finishing device job ticket, 
includes sorted finishing specifics). 

Although Farrell alludes to an off-line finishing device in col 4, In 52-55 and col 5, 
In 23-38, Farrell does not disclose expressly a printing system further comprising an off- 
line finishing device. However, Trovinger teaches a finishing device may be offline, 
receiving both papers and a job ticket from another device (Trovinger, col 3, In 25-45, 
col 3, In 55-63, and col 7, In 45-55). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the off-line finishing device of Trovinger with the print system 
of Farrell comprising an online client, a server, and a printer, wherein the server 
comprises first memory means, receiving means, sorting means, setting means, and 
creating means. The suggestion for doing so was given by Farrell in col 4, In 52-55 and 
col 5, In 23-38 teaching a finishing device and finishing device job ticket in addition to 
the finishing device installed in the printer. The motivation for doing so would have 
been also to provide an easy transition from on-line to off-line finishing (Farrell, col 3, In 
16-17). Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Trovinger with Farrell to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 2, the combination of Farrell and Trovinger teaches a print 
system wherein the print server further includes transmitting means for transmitting to 
the printer the data pertaining to the finishing device job ticket created by the creating 
means so as to print the finishing device job ticket (Farrell, col 5, In 30-38, wherein 
system controller #24 generates data to be printed as markers as machine-readable 
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and/or human readable description of the desired finishing operations on oversized 
media or media with job content). 

Claim 4 recites identical features as claim 1 except claim 4 is an apparatus claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 1 are equally applicable to 
claim 4. Additionally see Farrell, fig 2, wherein controller #14 and system control #24 
provide server functions, and col 4, In 1-7, wherein the functions may be embedded in a 
single machine or as an integrated multifunction system. 

Claim 5 recites identical features as claim 2 except claim 5 is an apparatus claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 2 are equally applicable to 
claim 5. 

Claim 7 recites identical features as claim 1 except claim 7 is a computer 
readable medium claim. Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 1 
are equally applicable to claim 7 because without a computer readable medium to store 
a program that makes it possible for the apparatus to operate, the apparatus taught by 
Farrell and cited the rejection for claim 1 could not function. Additionally see Farrell, col 
5 t in 44-49, wherein the system controller #24 is a processor, and col 3, In 65-67, 
wherein an input may be a computer over a network. 

Claim 8 recites identical features as claim 2 except claim 8 is a computer 
readable medium claim. Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 2 
are equally applicable to claim 8. 

Claim 10 recites similar features as claim 1 except claim 10 is broader in the 
scope of the claim. Claim 10 is encompassed by claim 1. Thus, arguments similar to 
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that presented above for claim 1 are equally applicable to claim 10. A memory and 
processor are inherent to the operation of the system as taught by Farrell and 
Trovinger. 

Claim 1 1 recites similar features as claim 2 except claim 1 1 is broader in the 
scope of the claim. Claim 11 is encompassed by claim 2. Thus, arguments similar to 
that presented above for claim 2 are equally applicable to claim 11. 

Claim 13 recites similar features as claim 1 except claim 13 is broader in the 
scope of the claim. Claim 1 3 is encompassed by claim 1 . Thus, arguments similar to 
that presented above for claim 1 are equally applicable to claim 13. A memory and 
processor are inherent to the operation of the system as taught by Farrell and 
Trovinger. 

Claim 14 recites similar features as claim 2 except claim 14 is broader in the 
scope of the claim. Claim 14 is encompassed by claim 2. Thus, arguments similar to 
that presented above for claim 2 are equally applicable to claim 14. 

Claims 3, 6, 9, 12 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Farrell (US 6,873,426) in view of Trovinger et al. (US 6,708,967) and 
further in view of Jeyachandran et al. (US 6567176). 

Regarding claim 3, which depends from claim 2, the combination of Farrell and 
Trovinger teaches a printing system comprising a server that comprises memory 
means, receiving means, sorting means, setting means, creating means, and 
transmitting means. Furthermore, the combination additionally teaches second memory 
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means for storing job information and user information included in the job ticket received 
by the receiving means (Farrell, fig 2, wherein disk (unnumbered) and image input 
control #22 provide second means for storing job information and user information 
included in job ticket, col 3, In 55- col 4, In 7. User preferences, for example, read on 
user information. Additionally, user information is well-known if not inherent to interact 
with a user (col 5, In 2-3) as well as return a print job to a user); and reading means for 
reading the job information from the data obtained by reading via the scanner the 
finishing device job ticket printed by the printer (Trovinger, col 7, In 45-55, wherein edge 
sensors read bar code indicia that are printed on a job ticket. Also see col 5, In 23-58, 
wherein barcode indicia may be printed by the system of Farrell as a finishing job ticket 
for an off-line finishing device). 

The combination of Farrell and Trovinger does not disclose expressly a system 
further comprising notifying means for calling the user information stored in the second 
memory means based on the job information read by the reading means and notifying 
the client of job completion based on the user information. Jeyachandran, however, 
teaches a printing system with notifying means for calling the user information stored in 
the second memory means based on the job information read by the reading means 
and notifying the client of job completion based on the user information (Jeyachandran, 
scanner reads in job and job information, transmits data to printer to be printed, and 
once printing is completed, notifies user that instructed job was performed based on 
information stored in memory, column 21, lines 7-15 and column 20, lines 46-52). 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the notifying means of Jeyachandran with the printing system 
of Farrell and Trovinger comprising a server that comprises memory means, receiving 
means, sorting means, setting means, creating means, transmitting means, a second 
memory, and reading means. The motivation for doing so would have been to alert the 
user when the print job is done, thereby freeing the user from having to check for a 
competed print job when there may be not there. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to combine Jeyachandran with the combination of Farrell and Trovinger to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 3. 

Claim 6 recites identical features as claim 3 except claim 6 is an apparatus claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 3 are equally applicable to 
claim 6. 

Claim 9 recites identical features as claim 3 except claim 9 is a computer 
readable medium claim. Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 3 
are equally applicable to claim 9. 

Claim 12 recites similar features as claim 3 except claim 12 is broader in the 
scope of the claim. Claim 12 is encompassed by claim 3. Thus, arguments similar to 
that presented above for claim 3 are equally applicable to claim 12. 

Claim 1 5 recites similar features as claim 3 except claim 1 5 is broader in the 
scope of the claim. Claim 15 is encompassed by claim 3. Thus, arguments similar to 
that presented above for claim 3 are equally applicable to claim 15. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed January 17, 2007, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-15 under 35 U.S.C. 103 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Farrell (US 6,873,426) in 
view of Trovinger et al. (US 6,708,967). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dillon J. Murphy whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5945. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on (571) 272-7314. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Dillon Murphy 
March 20, 2007 




